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to cook food and keep warm in a land where there is
no wood for fuel. It can be assumed that the two sub-
sidiary cultural types derive from the central one, as the
High-Arctic people have only forgotten or abandoned
the kayak, and the Sub-Arctic, under an impulse from
the south, have abandoned the dog-sledge.
It is interesting, however, to note that there exists a
tribe of Eskimos who are ignorant of the use of the
blubber-lamp, but can manage with the poor fuel of
heather and moss. These are the Reindeer Eskimos, who
live about the west coast of Hudson Bay. They were the
subject of special study by Birket-Smith, on the great
Fifth Thule expedition, in the course of which almost all
the Eskimo tribes in America were visited by the leading
Eskimo-ethnographer Knud Rasmussen and his col-
leagues. The civilisation of the Reindeer Eskimos, as the
name suggests, is bound up with the reindeer, and only
occasionally do they move out to the coast to hunt sea
creatures.
From the fact that the Reindeer Eskimos lack the
blubber-lamp, so characteristic and essential a feature of
Eskimo civilisation, Birket-Smith thinks it reasonable to
conclude that these people may be a remnant of the most
primitive of their kind. And his detailed investigations
lead him to the supposition already made by the Dane
Steensby in the previous century, that originally the
Eskimos were an American inland people who were
forced northwards by the Indians to the coast, where
their culture originated and spread along the shores.
But what does the archaeologist say to this theory? He
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